as he described them, black-skinned and woolly-haired-that is, seemingly, of Negro type. They were, he says, circumcised. "The Colchians, the Egyptians, and the Ethiopians," he remarks, "are the only races which from ancient times have practised circumcision. The Phoenicians and the Syrians of Palestine" (i.e., the Jews) "themselves admit that they adopted the practice from Egypt ...." He noted that the Colchians wove linen (a main export of their country) in the same way as the Egyptians and differently from all other peoples. After making inquiries both in Colchis and Egypt about Colchian origins, he came to the conclusion that the legendary Egyptian worldconqueror Sesostris must have left part of his army on the river Phasis as he was returning from what is now South Russia.
How and Wells2 try to discredit Herodotus' statement by suggesting that he only called the Colchians "black" because he thought of them as Egyptians and that his ideas of Egyptian appearance were confused by the many Negro slaves seen by him in Memphis. Herodotus, however, records nothing as to his having seen a single Negro slave in Egypt, whereas he was constantly in conversation with priests who presumably were typical Egyptians of Mediterranean race. Since Herodotus (noted as a meticulously careful observer) says that the Colchians were black and woolly-haired, there seems to be no reason for supposing that they were Near Sukhumi in Abkhazia, in almost the same district where Herodotus talked to the black-skinned and woolly-haired Colchians some twenty-two centuries ago, John Gunther4 noted the existence of a small Negro community; he was told that its members were descended from slaves imported from Africa many centuries ago by Georgian princes. The same community was noted by Corliss Lamont5; he was told that its members were descended from slaves imported from Africa more than a century ago by Turkish landowners-and, in this connection, he mentions Sukhumi's active slave-trade in former times. J. Malte-Brun, however, mentions Sukhum's slave-trade as an export one, in local inhabitants-especially Circassian girls for shipment to Constantinople; he describes Abkhazia as a lawless land of continual slave-raiding by local chiefs.6 Even if Georgian princes or Turkish landowners were ever settled in Abkhazia, it seems unlikely that they would go to the trouble and expense of bringing "coals to Newcastle" by importing slaves from Africa in sufficient numbers to form an enduring community. The "explanations" given for the origin 3 Histories ii. 57. The dolichocephaly of the Abkhazians in general is noted both by Malte-Brun7 and by W. E. D. Allen and Paul Muratoff8; the latter authors remark that "negrito types have been seen." Long skulls seem as anomalous in these lands of broad-skulled "Alpine" peoples as broad skulls would be in Africa.
If the Colchians were ultimately of African origin, then how, when, and why did their ancestors reach the southern slopes of the western Caucasus? The distance is great but is less than the distance between the Tokhari in Sinkiang and their linguistic cousins the Celts of western Europe.
With the name "Abkhaz" we may put the "Bzyb" dialect of the Abkhazian language,9 the "Basians,"10 and also the "Basilians" (or "Barsilians"), "B-n-j-r" and "Balanjar"ll north of the Caucasus; there seem to be many ethnic names in this region beginning with Ba-(Ab-or B-). who fought soon after, in the same region, under Memnon. Across the Caucasus from Colchis and Abkhazia the Khazar people ruled a wide empire between the sixth and eleventh centuries A D. The Arab geographer Istakhri, describing them, remarks that a section of the Khazars were brown or even black of skin "as if they were a kind of Indians."'8 The nearest regions of India, however, are as far from Khazaria as from Lydia, and are inhabited by comparatively fair-skinned peoples, whereas Herodotus' black Colchians were, and the Abkhazian Negroes are, just across the mountains that were the southern defense of Khazaria's border. It is much easier to imagine that these black Khazars had moved over the Caucasus passes rather than from India on a two-thousand-miles route over mountains and deserts and through organized kingdoms. The very name of the Khazars might well be derived from "Khaz" (if that was the root name of the Colcho-Abkhazians) and ultimately from "Kash."
The Khazars had a double kingship-a secluded sacred ruler under the Turkish title of Khaqan and a secular ruler and war-leader under the Turkish title of Beg. The Abasgoi (as the Greeks called the Abkhazians) had two kings19; one was said to rule the east and one the west, but they are mentioned as a pair rather than as two independent sovereigns. The institution of a secluded sacred king seems more African than Asian; besides early Egypt, where "the God" was contrasted with "the Man,"20 there are instances in West Africa at Shark Point, Fernando Po, Benin, Loango, Onitsha, and elsewhere.21 Strabo22 mentions it in Ethiopia. Among the Mosynoeci of Pontus, in the ancient Anatolian Kash, the same is recorded by Xenophon23 and others.24 Nilote-Negro kings were not allowed to go out to battle.25
The Khazars were believed to be proselytes to Judaism, but accounts are few and conflicting as to when or how they were converted. One of these accounts, in the so-called Letter of Hasdai states that . . . our fathers have told us that in the beginning of their (or your) settlement the place was called Mount Seir, but my lord knows that Mount Seir is far from the place where he lives. Our elders say that formerly it was called Mount Seir, but persecutions prevailed, and they went out from affliction to affliction, till they got possession of the land where they now dwell. Also the old men of the former generation who can be relied on have told us how on account of their faithlessness a persecution was decreed, and an army of Chaldaeans rose up in anger and wrath. They hid the Books of the Law and the Holy Scriptures in a cave, and for this reason they prayed in the cave. On account of the books they taught their sons to pray in the cave morning and evening, till the times were lengthened and they forgot and no longer knew about the cave, why they were accustomed to pray therein. But they practised the customs of their fathers without knowing why. After a long time there arose a man of Israel who was eager to know why. He entered the cave, found it full of books and brought them out from there. From that day they set themselves to learn the Law. Thus have our fathers told us, as the earlier generation heard, the one from the other. The whole matter is very ancient.26
The 
